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EXAMINER COMMENT/AMENDMENT/REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Response to Amendment 

1. This office action is in response to amendment filed on September 30, 2004. Claims 1- 
103 are now pending in the application. Applicant's election without traverse of claims 5-19 and 
cancellation of claim 11 in the reply is acknowledged. In view of the amendment, objection to 
claim 12 is withdrawn. Rejection of claims 5-19 under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for inclusion of "an effective amount" is moot in view of the amendment, 
rejection of claim 10 dis being indefinite for the softening point of the tackifying resin is also 
moot in view of the amendment. Furthermore, rejection of claims 5, 10, 16 and 17 under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by Dubois et al. (US 6,107,430) and rejection of claims 6-9, 12-15, 
18 and 19 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as obvious over Dubois et al. (US 6,107,430) are withdrawn in view of the amendment. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. Claims 1-4, 20-103 are cancelled in view of election of Group n invention without 
traverse by applicants in the reply filed on September 30, 2004. 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
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1.3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

4. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr, Mark DiPetro on October 18, 2004. 

Original claim 17 is amended as follows: 

In line 2, after essentially consists of, replace "8 to 14 wt.% of an ethylene/octene 
polymer. . ." by "greater than 40 wt.% of ethylene/octene polymer composition comprising about 
8 to 14 wt.% octene, the polymer. . 

Reasons For Allowance 

5. Claims 5-10, 12-19 are allowed. 

6. The following is an Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance: 

The instant claims are allowable over prior art to Dubois et al. (US 6,107,430). 

The present claims are directed to a hot melt adhesive composition comprising greater 
than about 40 wt% of an ethylene C3-C18 a-olefin polymer composition comprising about 8 to 14 
wt.% a-olefin having a melt index greater than 800 gm-10 min ^ and about 20-40 wt.% of a 
hydrogenated hydrocarbon tackifying resin with a softening point greater than 125*'C wherein the 
weight ratio of the polymer composition to the resin is greater than about 1 : 1 (claim 5). 
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Prior art to Dubois et al. is in regard to a hot-melt adhesive comprising ethylene-C2-C2o 
a-olefm and optionally a wax and a tackifier and has a viscosity less than 5000 at 150*^0. The 
adhesive composition comprises from 20-65% by wt. of the interpolymer based on ethylene and 
C2-C20 a-olefm monomers, from 10-60% by wt. of at least one tackifying resin and 0-40% by 
weight of a wax. Preferred interpolymers are those based on ethylene with propylene, 1-butene, 
1-pentene, 1-hexene, 1-octene etc. Preferably, the 1-octene comonomer content is greater than 
3 1% by weight if the interpolymer. The melt index of the polymer is preferably from 200 to 2000 
g/10 min. 

The amended claims include a specific copolymer comprising 8-14% by wt. of a-olefm 
in contrast to the prior art interpolymer in which the 1-octene comonomer content is greater than 
3 1% by weight, based on the total weight of the interpolymer. Therefore, the instantly claimed 
invention is deemed allowable over closest prior art of record as per said art neither anticipating 
nor rendering, alone or in combination, the instantly claimed invention. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the Issue Fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the Issue 
Fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance. 

Future Correspondence 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Satya Sastri whose telephone number is 571-272-1 1 12. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wu can be reached on 571-272-1 114, The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306 for regular 
communications. The unofficial direct fax phone number to the Examiner's desk is 571-273- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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October 18, 2004 



DAVID W.WU 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 



